
St Peter’s Yateley Home Groups 
Autumn Term 2023 – The Big Picture – Part 1 - The Old Testament 

Week 1 – Beginning 3rd September 

 

“The Bible – God’s Love Letter” 
  

The Aim of the Session 

A simple question – what IS the Bible? There are some easy and clichéd answers which are all “correct”, but what do 

we understand as “the Word of God” for ourselves? What are our expectations of the Bible? 

 

• Welcome 

 

What is your favourite book and why? 

 

• Worship 

 

Read John 1:1-14. Read it slowly, then pause for silence to reflect on it. Which word or phrase leapt out at 

you? Share your thoughts and praise God for his interaction with us in relationship. Pray that you will be 

open to hear his voice through your time together. 

 

• Word 

 

THE BIBLE - Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17 – What is the Bible? 

➢ What one word would you use to answer the question “What is the Bible”? 

➢ What do you understand by the phrase “Inspired” or “God-breathed”? 

➢ Is there one translation which is “best” or can God speak through all of them? 

➢ Does the Bible have any “errors” – what do you understand by “errors”? 

➢ Does it matter? 

 

❖ How do you engage with the Bible? 

❖ How often do you read the Bible? 

❖ Do you read it expecting to learn something or hear from God (be honest!)? 

❖ What happens when you disagree with what you read? 

 

➢ What do you think is the central message of the Bible? 

 

A Few Thoughts 

Over the coming year, we are going to go on a journey of exploration through history: not history, as in 

dates and events, but history as in the story of a relationship between a Creator and His Creation. It 

begins and ends in perfection but between these two points is a story of betrayal, disappointment, failure 

and the ups and downs that reflect life and human relationships. We have the benefit of knowing how the 

relationship is resolved, rescued and restored but, in order to experience the story in all its fullness, we 

need to do a few things: 

➢ Try and understand how those who lived the story at each moment felt about what was happening, 

trying to avoid the smugness of our knowledge of how it developed. 



➢ Look at the story of 66 books, not as 66 stand alone and independent books, but as history, poetry, 

biography, teaching books that all reflect on the same overall story and are all inter-related and 

interconnected. 

➢ Not see the Bible as a “magic” book, dictated by God (as the Koran claims) but a love letter that 

has to be engaged with at a profound level, in order to understand the subtle nuances of what is 

said in it. 

 

• Works  

 

So where do we go from here? 

❖ What are your expectations as we start this journey? 

❖ Which bits are you looking forward to? 

❖ Which bits are you expecting to struggle with (apart from Deuteronomy etc!)? 

❖ What are you hopeful of finding through this? 

 

Pray for each other … to have the appetite, the enthusiasm or whatever you need to engage 

with God’s word over the coming year. 

 

Going on any journey involves a desire to reach the destination – and the longer the journey, the easier it 

is to anticipate the possibility of not making it. So the aim of the doing these studies is that we constantly 

encourage one another, every step of the way, so that we all make it to the finish line. A bit like Church in 

general, really! 

 

We’ve found a really good resource, at https://realitysf.com/the-year-of-biblical-literacy-for-pastors/  

It’s a brilliant resource and has videos (which we shall be using), a reading plan (if you would like to read 

through the Bible in a year) and much more … 

 

Homework!  

o Why not go to the website and have a look round?  

o Look at the video on the Old Testament  (under “Read Scripture Videos”) and get going … 

o Why not go to the Reading Plan (amazingly, under “Reading Plan”) … 

o Look at the recommended books and dive in … 

 

 

Next session … 

Week 2 - Beginning 10th September – No Home Group Notes 

 

Wednesday 13th September @ 7.30pm in Church 

“The Big Picture – Genesis and the Story Begins” 

 

 

https://realitysf.com/the-year-of-biblical-literacy-for-pastors/

