
St Peter’s Yateley Home Groups 
Autumn Term 2023 – The Big Picture – Part 1 - The Old Testament 

Week 3 – Beginning 17th September 

 

“Abraham” 
  

The Aim of the Session 

Exploring the life of Abraham, who he was, where his story sits in the Biblical canon and what we can learn 

from him.. 

 

• Welcome 

 

What is the longest or most exciting journey you have ever been on? 

 

• Worship 

 

Spend some time discussing the people who have been influential in your faith journey, tell their stories and 

give thanks to God for them. 

 

• Word 

 

After the creation and flood narratives, the Bible begins to tell the story of a family. This family and the 

nation they become will be the focus of the rest of the Bible, as God interacts with the world and shows 

us who he is through them. 

 

Watch a video about the life of Abraham … https://tinyurl.com/2z6tkzp4 

 

Before you open the passage, discuss briefly what do you know of Abraham and his story. 

➢ What are your preconceptions of him? 

➢ Which story about him first comes to mind? 

 

Read Genesis 12: 1-8 

 

If your Bible has maps (usually at the back), have a quick look at the journey Abram is due to make. 

 

On modern maps, Ur, their starting point in Ch.11 is near Basrah in Iraq, whilst Harran, where they set 

out from in Ch.12 is near Aleppo in Syria. From here they will travel south through Lebanon into Israel. 

 

➢ What does it mean practically for Abram and his wife Sarai to leave their country, people and 

father's household to go on this journey? 

➢ How do you think Abram felt about making this journey of faith? 

➢ How would you have felt a member of his family or staff leaving with him? 

 

Re-read Genesis 12: 2-3 

 



Try not to lean on what you know will happen to future generations of Abram's family and discuss what 

you think should happen as this blessing comes to fruition. 

 

The book of Genesis is thought to have been first recorded in 1400BC (around the time Joshua led the 

Israelites into the Promised Land) but it's final form was not complete until 500BC (when the Israelites 

were in Exile). 

 

➢ How do you think this promise would have been interpreted differently at different points of 

Israel's history? 

 

Once Abram, Sarai and those travelling with them reach the land of Canaan, they again hear the promise 

that God will bless their descendants in this new country. 

 

➢ How does Abram react in verse 8? 

➢ What would be a modern equivalent? 

 

• Works  

 

Focusing on the idea of promises, either from God or from other people, spend some time reflecting on 

those that have been spoken over your life. How have they changed over time, not matched up with or 

exceeded your expectations? How would you like them to come to fruition? If appropriate share with one 

another. 

 

As we have explored the beginning of Israel’s story through their ancestor Abraham, reflect on what you 

would like your story of faith to be like and the people you would like to build up as future generations 

(biological or spiritual). 

 

Pray for one another. 

 

Homework!  

o Why not go to the https://realitysf.com/the-year-of-biblical-literacy-for-pastors/ website 

and have a look round?  

o If you didn’t look last week, watch the video on the Old Testament  (under “Read Scripture 

Videos”)  

o Why not go to the Reading Plan (amazingly, under “Reading Plan”) … 

o Pray about the things God is showing you. 

 

 

Next session … 

Week 4 - Beginning 24th September – “Moses Obscure Roots” 

 

 

https://realitysf.com/the-year-of-biblical-literacy-for-pastors/

